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POSITION DESCRIPTION 

POSITION  Chair, Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior 

ORGANIZATION  University of Mississippi Medical Center 

REPORTS TO LouAnn Woodward, MD  
Dean, School of Medicine  
Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 

LOCATION  Jackson, MS 

 

ROLE SUMMARY 
The University of Mississippi Medical Center (UMMC) is seeking a Chair of the Department of Psychiatry 
and Human Behavior in the School of Medicine to support its missions of health care, education, and 
research. UMMC is located in Jackson, MS and serves multiple sites throughout the state. 

The Medical Center's three-part mission is to improve the lives of Mississippians by educating tomorrow's 
health care professionals, by conducting health sciences research, and by providing cutting-edge patient 
care. A major goal of the Medical Center is the elimination of differences in health status of Mississippians 
based on race, geography, income, or social status. 

Integral to its education and research missions, UMMC provides wide-ranging patient care programs. 
Three specialized hospitals on the Jackson campus include the only children's hospital in Mississippi, a 
women and infants' hospital, and a critical care hospital, along with University Hospital. UMMC offers the 
only Level 1 trauma center, the only Level 4 neonatal intensive care nursery unit, and the only organ 
transplant programs in the state, in addition to many other referral services. University Physicians, the 
faculty group practice of the School of Medicine, includes about 500 doctors, many of them among leaders 
in their field, who care for patients in the hospitals and clinics on campus, around the Jackson metro area, 
and in outreach clinics around the state. UMMC includes two community hospitals, UMMC Holmes County 
and UMMC Grenada. 

With more than 10,000 full and part-time employees, UMMC is one of the largest employers in Mississippi. 
The Medical Center's $1.8 billion annual budget - approximately one-tenth from state appropriations - 
represents 10 percent of the Jackson metro area economy and two percent of the state economy. UMMC 
continues to grow in all its mission areas. 

Diversity and inclusion are integral to the core vision of UMMC and its three mission areas. UMMC 
commits to attracting and retaining a diverse and inclusive workforce and student body in order to achieve 
mission-driven outcomes in the diverse Mississippi communities we serve.  
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Description 

UMMC is seeking a Chair that will lead the Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior in the School 
of Medicine.  This key leadership role will manage the current department activity of 9 psychiatrists; 12 
basic scientists; 12 psychologists; 6 nurse practitioners; 60 clinical, research, and administrative 
personnel; and 42 trainees in residency or fellowship programs. In this administrative role, the Chair will 
report to the Dean of the School of Medicine.  The Chair must have the ability to lead in a diverse and 
inclusive environment that fosters excellence in clinical practice, research and education for the 
department.   

The Chair must have the ability to establish, maintain and execute a vision for the department that aligns 
with UMMC’s mission areas and 2025 Strategic Plan.   

The Chair will work collaboratively across multiple disciplines and serves with 17 other clinical chairs on 
the Council of Clinical Chairs.  The ideal candidate must be a thought leader and have the ability to 
establish consensus and strong relationships in a complex and dynamic organization. 

Education & Experience 

The successful candidate will have: 

 Must have a M.D., D.O. or equivalent degree from an accredited medical school 
 Board certification in specialty recognized by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology 
 Currently possess or eligible for licensure in the State of Mississippi  
 At least three years of administrative leadership in healthcare and/or medical staff activities  
 Excellent verbal and written communication skills 
 Academic medical center experience is preferred  

Faculty appointment rank will be determined after review of academic accomplishments and experience, 
but the candidate must be eligible for at least an associate professor rank.  Final candidates for this role 
will be required to include a diversity and inclusion statement.   

 

The University of Mississippi Medical Center provides equal opportunity in any employment practice, 
education program or education activity to all qualified persons. The Medical Center complies with all 

applicable laws regarding equal opportunity and affirmative action and does not unlawfully discriminate 
against any employee or applicant for employment based upon race, color, gender, sex, sexual 

orientation, gender identity or expression, religion, national origin, age, disability, veteran status or 
genetic information.

 

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY AND HUMAN BEHAVIOR 
The Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior’s mission is to provide services in a caring and respectful 
atmosphere by a team of dedicated and skilled clinicians who are committed to improving the mental health 
of all Mississippians. The Department offers a broad range of adult and pediatric patient care services; 
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conducts basic, clinical, and translational research; supports a psychiatry residency program, a child and 
adolescent psychiatry fellowship program, a sleep medicine fellowship program, a graduate program in 
neuroscience, a predoctoral psychology internship program, and a postdoctoral psychology fellowship.  

UMMC’s tripartite mission of clinical service, education, and research is realized through the department’s 
divisions, affiliated centers (i.e., Center for the Advancement of Youth, Center for Integrative Health, Center 
for Gender and Sexual Minority Health, Center for Psychiatric Neur oscience, Center for Innovation and 
Discovery Addictions, and Neuro Institute), clinics, and training programs. 

Clinical Services  

 Three inpatient services (2 adult, 1 pediatric)  
 Outpatient 

o Riverchase Flowood (RCF) 
o Center for Integrative Health (CIH) 
o Center for the Advancement of Youth (CAY) 

 Psychiatry Emergency Services - Adult/Pediatric 
 Consultation-Liaison (C/L) - Adult/Pediatric  
 Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT) – Adult/Pediatric  
 Sleep Medicine (@ Select Specialty Hospital) - Adult  
 Inpatient Consults (Methodist Rehabilitation Center) – Adult  
 Student Counseling & Wellness Center - Adult (UMMC students only)  

Riverchase is the hub for UMMC's Outpatient Adult 
Psychiatry services. Located in the Jackson suburb 
of Flowood approximately five miles from UMMC 
Medical Center, Riverchase Medical Suites provides 
a convenient option for the Jackson Metro 
community to access experts in Psychiatry, 
Psychology, and Neurology. The clinic operates as a 
partnership between the Division of Psychiatry and 
Human Behavior and the Division of Neurology. 
Riverchase is also a clinic for psychiatry and 
psychology residents to practice outpatient care 
with the assistance of an attending faculty member. In addition to standard outpatient care, Riverchase is the 
home to the TEAM Clinic which is one of the only clinics in Mississippi specializing in the mental and medical 
care of the LGBTQ+ community. 
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The Center for Advancement of Youth (CAY) offers comprehensive, coordinated care across disciplines for 
children with behavioral or developmental issues throughout Mississippi. Founded in 2011, CAY combines 
telehealth technology, multidisciplinary health expertise, and the support of statewide agencies to the 
advantage of young patients and their families. Its mission is to provide resources to fully support children 
and their families and provide the care they deserve. CAY is a referral-based clinic which requires a referral 
from a patient’s primary care provider before the first appointment is scheduled. CAY facilitates grant-funded 
research projects in order to provide fully integrated, evidence-based care. 

 

The Sleep Medicine Clinic is located in the Select Specialty Hospital located approximately five miles south of 
UMMC Medical Center. The Sleep Medicine Clinic is a multi-disciplinary clinic with clinicians from Psychiatry, 
Neurology, Pediatrics, Otolaryngology, and Medicine. The Sleep Medicine Clinic provides office visits and sleep 
studies that are completed in lab or at home. The Sleep Medicine Clinic offers the only post graduate 
fellowship in the state of Mississippi. 

Clinical Divisions 

Division of Adult Psychiatry 

The Division of Adult Psychiatry provides outpatient services at the Riverchase Medical Suites in Flowood. Two 
adult units offer acute inpatient care. Inpatient consultation-liaison and psychiatric emergency services are 
integral to UMMC’s clinical offerings. Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT) is an option for patients with treatment-
resistant depression, catatonia, and other disorders. Psychiatric consultation is available to patients at 
Methodist Rehabilitation Center (MRC) recovering from stroke, traumatic brain injury, spinal cord injury, and 
other conditions.  

Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry  

The Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry provides inpatient services for children ages 4 to 12. The 
program provides acute crisis intervention and stabilization, comprehensive diagnostic evaluation and 
treatment planning for initial and recurrent psychiatric disorders. The acute services provided are 
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supplemented by consultations with UMMC’s medical specialties such as pediatric, genetic, surgical, nutrition, 
and other specialists, so that each acute patient receives holistic medical and psychiatric care. Outpatient 
services are provided for kids and teens through the Center for Advancement of Youth (CAY) at the Highland 
Bluff clinic in Jackson, in collaboration with the Department of Pediatrics. The consultation-liaison program 
provides psychiatric consultations to pediatric inpatients at UMMC. Referrals are made to the program for 
pediatric inpatients with depression, suicidal behavior, delirium and substance-related disorders, somatoform 
and factitious disorders, and other psychological disorders that affect a patient's medical condition. There are 
plans to open an Adolescent Care Unit in the next several years. This unit would provide care from a 
multidisciplinary team including psychiatrists, psychologists, nurse practitioners, specially trained pediatric 
nurses, pediatric social workers, certified special education teachers and occupational, physical, and speech 
therapists.  

Division of Psychology 

The Division of Psychology has a proud record of research, clinical service, and educational expertise, along 
with robust grant funding. Adult and child psychology services are provided at the department’s outpatient 
and inpatient sites. Evidence-based psychotherapies are a core feature of clinical care. The Division has a rich 
history of conducting clinical research and of attracting federal, state, and foundation funding. Research 
interests include substance use disorders, brief intervention training, trauma and violence, pediatric obesity, 
and determinants of racial/ethnic disparities in acute and chronic pain. Faculty have leadership roles in several 
UMMC Centers:  

 Center for Advance of Youth (CAY) 
 Center for Integrative Health (CIH) 
 Student Counseling and Wellness Center (SCWC) 
 Center for Innovation and Discovery in Addictions (CIDA) 

The Centers are engaged in innovative work that makes a difference in the domains of science, training, and 
public service. The Division’s Psychology Internship Training Program, which is nationally recognized, trains 
academically focused psychology interns and postdoctoral fellows. 

Division of Sleep Medicine 

The Division of Sleep Medicine collaborates with colleagues from neurology, otolaryngology, medicine, and 
pediatrics. The program provides comprehensive diagnostic evaluation of persons with suspected sleep 
disorders and the full range of treatments available to reverse or improve diagnosed sleep disorders. The 
sleep medicine program evaluates and treats patients with chief complaints including snoring and breathing 
problems during sleep, excessive daytime sleepiness, sleep terrors and sleepwalking, and sleep fragmentation 
and insomnia. Only a few otolaryngology surgeons in the country are fellowship trained in sleep medicine, 
and UMMC’s Sleep Medicine is home to one of the few physicians with training in both upper airway surgery 
and sleep medicine. 
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Research 

The Division of Neurobiology and Behavior Research (DNBR) includes 12 full-time faculty. The faculty in the 
DNBR are basic scientists engaged in research activities designed to build bridges between cellular/molecular 
activity in the brain and behavior. In the DNBR, many psychiatric illnesses are under study, including substance 
use disorders, major, bipolar disorder, and sleep and circadian rhythm. Psychiatric co-morbidities also are a 
research focus. The outcome of the division’s research activities carries the promise of novel and/or improved 
approaches to the treatment of psychiatric illnesses. The division is also home to the Center for Psychiatric 
Neuroscience dedicated to supporting research infrastructure at UMMC through its brain bank, imaging, and 
animal behavior core facilities. 

DNBR faculty currently receive generous support from UMMC as well as external support from the National 
Institute of Mental Health, the National Institute of Drug Abuse, National Institute of General Medical 

Sciences, National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, the Alzheimer’s Association, and 
pharmaceutical manufacturers and developers. The division currently has nearly $3 million per year in 
external research support, most of which comes from the National Institutes of Health. The division is also 
home to the Center for Psychiatric Neuroscience dedicated to building research infrastructure at UMMC and 
the development of young faculty through mentoring and a pilot program. 

Education 

The Department supports an Adult Psychiatry Residency Program, a Psychology Internship Training Program, 
a Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Residency Program, a Sleep Medicine Fellowship Program, preclinical and 
clinical education for the School of Medicine, and education for the Graduate Program in Neuroscience (PIN) 
and Graduate Program in Biomedical Sciences – Neurobehavioral Sciences track. The Curriculum 2025: 
Pathways in Mental Health Education initiative protects didactic time and fosters an interdisciplinary approach 
to learning and teaching. 

Graduate Medical Education and Internship Programs: 

 Psychiatry Residency Program (MD) - 28 Residents, ACGME-accredited 

 Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (MD) - 4 slots approved with the GME Office, ACGME-accredited 

 Sleep Medicine Program (MD) - 2 slots approved with the GME Office. ACGME-accredited 
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 Psychology Internship (Residency) Training Program (PhD), accredited by the Commission on 
Accreditation of the American Psychological Association. 7 Residents, 1 Fellow 

 Medical Student Education 

 PhD Program in Neuroscience (PIN), SACSCOC-accredited 

 PhD Program in Biomedical Sciences, Neurobehavioral Sciences Track, SACSCOC-accredited  

Medical Student Education 

The Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior is responsible for the administration of two required SOM 
courses and 15 elective courses.  

The Graduate Program in Neuroscience (PIN; website) is an 
interdepartmental PhD degree program originally founded by the 
Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior in 2007 and 
currently consists of faculty from departments across UMMC and 
under the auspices of the UMMC Neuro Institute. The goal of the 
program is to educate and train individuals to become independent 
research investigators, teachers, and mentors with a broad 
understanding of the neurosciences. The Curriculum includes both 
didactic and non-didactic coursework with emphasis placed on 
experimental design, scientific writing, and communication skills. 
Students also participate in a variety of career-building 
opportunities. Students are exposed to research in their first 
semester and choose their dissertation laboratory after surveying 
several active laboratories. Research focus in the graduate program 
include brain trauma and spinal cord injury, neurodevelopment, 
neuroendocrinology, sensory systems, psychiatric disease, and substance abuse. Department of Psychiatry 
and Human Behavior faculty from the DNBR serve as instructors, course directors and mentors. Currently, 
eighteen (18) graduate students are enrolled in PIN and 55% of students are doing research in DNBR labs. 

The Doctor of Philosophy in the Biomedical Sciences Program, Neurobehavioral Sciences Track (NBST) was 
introduced in 2022 to train residents seeking careers as physician-scientists in psychiatry. The NBST integrates 
residency training in psychiatry with an intensive research experience leading to a PhD at the conclusion of 
the training period. The program is structured such that residents complete three years of residency training 
(PGY I-III), followed by two years of graduate training (G I-II), and ending with the final year of residency 
training (PGY-IV). The program culminates with a dissertation defense at the end of the G-II year. Residents 
are expected to develop and submit an extramural grant under guidance from faculty mentors to facilitate 
transitions into careers as physician-scientists upon the completion of their training (e.g., through the K99/R00 
mechanism).  
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ABOUT UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL CENTER 
The University of Mississippi Medical Center, located in Jackson, is the state's only academic health science 
center. UMMC includes seven health science schools: medicine, nursing, dentistry, health related professions, 
graduate studies, population health, and pharmacy. (The School of Pharmacy is headquartered on the 
University of Mississippi campus in Oxford.) Enrollment in all programs is more than 3,000 students. 

The Medical Center's three-part mission is to improve the lives of Mississippians by educating tomorrow's 
health care professionals, by conducting health sciences research, and by providing cutting-edge patient care. 
A major goal of the Medical Center is the elimination of differences in health status of Mississippians based 
on race, geography, income, or social status. 

 

Integral to its education and research missions, UMMC provides wide-ranging patient care programs. Three 
specialized hospitals on the Jackson campus include the only children's hospital in Mississippi, a women and 
infants' hospital, and a critical care hospital, along with University Hospital. UMMC offers the only Level 1 
trauma center, the only Level 4 neonatal intensive care nursery unit, and the only organ transplant programs 
in the state, in addition to many other referral services. University Physicians, the faculty group practice of 
the School of Medicine, includes about 500 doctors, many of them among leaders in their field, who care for 
patients in the hospitals and clinics on campus, around the Jackson metro area, and in outreach clinics around 
the state. UMMC includes two community hospitals, UMMC Holmes County and UMMC Grenada. 

With more than 10,000 full- and part-time employees, UMMC is one of the largest employers in Mississippi. 
The Medical Center's $1.8 billion annual budget - approximately one-tenth from state appropriations - 
represents 10 percent of the Jackson metro area economy and two percent of the state economy. UMMC 
continues to grow in all its mission areas.  
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UMMC hospitals 

Four hospitals are located on UMMC’s main campus in Jackson, Mississippi: 

University Hospital 

University Hospital is the flagship hospital of the University of Mississippi Medical Center. It offers a complete 
range of primary and specialty care and is home to the state's only Level 1 trauma center. The 256-bed facility 
provides patients with the latest in medical research, technology, and service advancements. 

Children's of Mississippi Hospital 

The only children’s hospital in Mississippi, including the Blair E. Batson Tower and the Kathy and Joe Sanderson 
Tower, is devoted to caring for sick and injured kids. Children’s of Mississippi Hospital includes the state's only 
pediatric emergency room, pediatric intensive care unit, Level IV neonatal intensive care unit (NICU), and 
cardiac surgery program for pediatric congenital heart defects. The hospital also houses the Children’s of 
Mississippi Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, pediatric rehabilitation services, a pediatric imaging suite, 
and children's surgery. 

Winfred L. Wiser Hospital for Women and Infants 

Wiser Hospital provides obstetric and gynecologic services, as well as advanced care for infants in its neonatal 
intensive care unit (NICU). It also includes Mississippi's only OB/GYN emergency room, Women’s Urgent Care. 

Wallace R. Conerly Critical Care Hospital 

The Wallace Conerly Critical Care Hospital at UMMC offers specialized intensive care for medical, cardiac, 
surgical, and neuroscience patients. The state's only bone marrow transplant unit is housed here, providing a 
comfortable setting for a patient's extended stay. 

Community hospitals 

 UMMC Grenada 
 UMMC Holmes County 

University Physicians clinics 

In addition to hospitals, UMMC includes University Physicians, the state’s largest medical group representing 
more than 125 specialties. This network of providers includes more than 1,000 health care specialists and 
subspecialists. 

University Physicians providers see patients statewide through its hospitals, clinics, and telehealth locations. 
Most physicians also serve the future of medicine in their dual roles as UMMC faculty by coordinating 
groundbreaking research or teaching tomorrow’s health care leaders. 
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UMMC Fast Facts 

Clinical Care (FY2022)  

 Hospital Admissions:    29,115  
 ER Visits:     107,940  
 Hospital Outpatient Visits:   257,040 
 Clinic Visits:     554,824  
 Unique Services: 

o Organ, Tissue and Bone Marrow Transplant, Children’s Hospital, Level I Trauma, Level IV NICU, 
Center for Telehealth  

Research  

 Sponsored Activities (all sources) FY2022 – $107.3 million  
 Research-based Institutes and Centers:  

o Cancer Center and Research Institute  
o Mississippi Center for Obesity Research  
o MIND Center (Alzheimer’s and dementia) 
o Cardiovascular-Renal Research Center  
o Mississippi Center of Excellence in Perinatal Research  
o Neuro Institute  
o Mississippi Center for Clinical & Translational Research  
o Center for HIV/AIDS Research, Education and Policy 
o Center for Immunology and Microbial Sciences 
o Center for Innovation and Discovery in Addictions 
o Mississippi Center for Heart Research 
o Woman’s Health Research Center 

 
Education (Academic year 2021-22)  

 Number of Students/Trainees Enrolled 3,098 
 School of Medicine   657 
 Graduate Medical Education  667  

(Residents & Fellows) 
 School of Nursing   850 
 School of Health Related Professions 451 
 School of Dentistry   200 
 School of Graduate Studies  220 
 School of Population Health  53 
 School of Pharmacy    717 

(Counted in UM’s enrollment) 
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JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
Discover the scenic state that is legendary for 
its hospitality and warm, friendly people. 
Wherever you travel in the state, from the Hill 
Country to the Coast, from the Delta to the 
Heartland, a genuine southern "welcome" 
greets you at every corner. Mississippi's 
landscape is only one example of the diversity 
that you'll find within its borders. It is home to 
excellence in the arts, technology, commercial 
ventures, healthcare advances, and a 

commitment to educational achievement. It is home to a broad range of enterprises including casinos, ship-
building, service industries, agriculture, commercial fishing and manufacturing. Mississippi has produced a 
diverse multitude of prominent talent, including William Faulkner, Eudora Welty, Leontyne Price, John 
Grisham, B. B. King, Walter Anderson, Faith Hill and Morgan Freeman, just to name a few. 

Mississippi is home to a wide array of music, artisans, museums, art galleries, theatres and every type of 
delightful cuisine imaginable. It is also home to celebrations of its numerous ethnic backgrounds and cultures 
with festivals and special events all year round. Whether you prefer the country or city living; golfing on 
championship courses or sail boating on Jackson's 33,000-acre reservoir; attending the International Ballet 
Competition held in Jackson or wandering through a museum or historical site; Mississippi truly has something 
for everyone. Majestic trees, fresh air, short commutes, and a lower cost of living can all be found in this lush, 
beautiful state where everyone is considered a neighbor and hospitality is a lifestyle. 

There’s no better way to sample the South 
than Jackson, Mississippi. A blend of the 
old and the new, Jackson offers glimpses 
of the past while looking ahead to the 
future. From fabulous history, art and 
science museums to world-class exhibits 
and performances, Jackson is a secret full 
of surprises. 

Mississippi’s Capital City is conveniently 
located at the crossroads of Interstate 55 
(north-south) and Interstate 20 (east-west) in the heart of our “Hospitality State.” As the center for the Metro 
Jackson area, home to nearly 600,000 people, the city of Jackson is steeped in history, music, performing arts, 
sports, and our truly Southern way of life. 

Although less than 8,000 people lived in the Jackson area at the turn of the century, its population began 
accelerating rapidly after 1900, and it is now one of the dynamic growth areas of the Sunbelt. The population 
of the Jackson metropolitan area now stands at close to 600,000. It is a major distribution center with a prime 
location equal distance between Memphis and New Orleans, north-south, and between Dallas and Atlanta, 
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east-west. The city is conveniently located and is a three-hour drive from Birmingham, New Orleans, and the 
Gulf Coast. 

As a major distribution center, efficient transportation facilities are a must. Four major air carriers – American, 
Delta, Southwest, and United provide service in the Jackson International Airport and Hawkins Field. The 
Illinois Central Gulf Railroad and scores of major truck lines provide freight service to all parts of the nation. 

Several hospitals, including the University of Mississippi Medical Center, provide diagnosis and treatment for 
nearly every possible physical and emotional ailment. Every major church denomination is represented in the 
city and there are more than 400 houses of worship scattered throughout the 105 square miles of community. 
An excellent public and private school system is an integral part of the area, and seven colleges and junior 
colleges are located within 15 miles of Jackson's center. 

Jacksonians are extremely proud of their famed southern hospitality and quality of life. Community support 
is strong for the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra, the Mississippi Opera, New Stage Theatre, and a minor-
league professional baseball team, along with the Mississippi Museum of Art, the Natural Science Museum, 
Agriculture and Forestry Museum, the Smith- Robertson Museum and Cultural Center, the Old Capitol 
Museum, the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum and other venues. The Mississippi Children’s Museum opened 
in late 2010. Jackson is the United States host city to the International Ballet Competition every four years. 

Gourmet dining and nightlife sparkle on the Jackson scene. Many races and ethnic groups provide the city 
with cuisine that is truly international. One can choose Greek, Continental, Indian, Italian, Chinese, Japanese, 
French, Mexican, Thai, Russian, or good old Southern cuisine. 

Jackson is a city with wonderful citizens, who provide the energy to meet today’s challenges and to make 
Jackson one of “America’s Most Livable Cities.” 
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