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Founding Director, School of the Arts  
Harpur College of Arts and Sciences,  
Binghamton University 
Vestal, New York 



Harpur College of Arts & Sciences, Binghamton University (SUNY), seeks an expansive, 
energetic, and collaborative leader with a forward-looking vision, an empathic 
leadership style, and a commitment to positioning the arts at the center of a public 
liberal arts institution to become the Founding Director of the new School of the Arts 
at Harpur College. The new School of the Arts provides a uniquely interdisciplinary and 
academically high-caliber arts experience for its students and offers its graduates the 
skills and resilience that are needed to succeed in careers in or outside of the art world.  

The Founding Director will have a unique opportunity to collaborate with university 
leadership, faculty, staff, students, and the greater Binghamton arts community to 
establish a School of the Arts comprising the existing arts departments within Harpur 
College: Art and Design, Art History, Cinema, Music, and Theatre, and with participation 
from the Creative Writing Program, the Material and Visual Worlds Transdisciplinary 
Area of Excellence, and the Binghamton University Art Museum, and other cognate 
units. The Founding Director will play a pivotal role in the advancement of Binghamton 
University as a top destination for stellar arts students and faculty while positioning 
the arts at the center of a public liberal arts education through the leadership of all 
administrative aspects of establishing the school; stewardship of the arts facility’s 
renovation; strategic academic planning with arts faculty and students; creative and 
extensive marketing, student recruitment, fundraising initiatives; and engagement with 
the vibrant arts community in Binghamton and beyond. 

FOUNDING DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF 
THE ARTS
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LEARN MORE:
website here

OVERVIEW 
Binghamton University is a world-class 
institution that offers students a broad, 
interdisciplinary education with an international 
perspective and a vibrant research program. 
Binghamton merges rigorous academics, 
distinguished faculty, and a broad range of 
facilities to engage and challenge its students. 
The high-achieving Binghamton student 
body also represents a great diversity of life 
experiences, from first-generation college-goers 
to international students. Beyond their talent, 
these classmates share a desire to shape the 
future through technology, insight, intellectual 
exploration and community service. The new 
School of the Arts will serve as a magnet both 
for excellent students who intend to specialize 
in a creative field and for students intending to 
study the arts along with other fields that are 
available in this major research institution.  

Harpur College of Arts and Sciences was first 
established in 1946 and joined the State 
University of New York system in 1950. From its 
inception, Harpur College has been the historic 
heart of the university, with a mission to offer 
a well-rounded liberal arts college education to 
students in the local community and the state 
of New York. Now, increasingly, its students 
come from all over the country and the world. 
Its core curriculum was established with the 
fundamental principle of enrichment through 
the arts, visual and performing, a concept 
that has consistently animated the college’s 
priorities.   
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Harpur College is home to five thriving and energetically collaborative arts 
departments that will form the core of the new School of the Arts. These include 
Art and Design, Art History, Cinema, Music, and Theatre, departments that are 
highly productive academic units comprising internationally renowned faculty, 
with robust undergraduate and graduate programs with strong curricula, and 
distinguished alumni. Currently, all five programs offer BA degrees and minors. 
Art & Design and Theatre offer a BFA and a new MFA in Cinema has just been 
launched. Art History and Theatre offer MA degrees and Music provides MM 
degrees in performance, composition, and musicology. Art History also has a 
highly regarded doctoral program. The five units are defined by multidimensional 
practices and engagements, combining arts performance, practice, making, and/
or exhibition, with critical study and intensive research-based scholarship. The 
units within the new School of the Arts share a dedicated mission of rigorously 
training students for success within the arts and beyond. Alumni of the Harpur 
College arts programs have gone on to pursue high-profile careers on Broadway, 
in film, TV, the museum and design worlds, opera companies and academia.  
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THE OPPORTUNITY
The Founding Director will lead the efforts for the establishment of a new school that 
will be part of Harpur College, providing faculty with a collaborative, creative, and 
scholarly focus in the arts, while also offering students an educational concentration 
that combines excellence in artistic practice with the highest quality academic 
experience.  The new School of the Arts will enhance the visibility and prominence 
of the arts programs, promote recognition of their stature, and enable new 
transdisciplinary opportunities to prepare students for newly configured careers. 

The selected candidate will work closely with the Dean of Harpur College and 
collaborate with over 100 faculty and staff members from five departments and 
affiliated, participating units to create an inclusive and interdisciplinary environment 
that promotes innovation in performing, visual, and sonic arts practice, research, 
teaching, and public engagement. The Founding Director will be charged with 
facilitating the departments’ aspirations for curricular development and the 
establishment of new degrees and programs. The Founding Director will work to 
coordinate between departments, each of which is headed by a chair who handles 
the administration of their unit. 
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As champion and advocate, the Founding Director will serve as an advocate for the arts 
on campus by identifying opportunities for collaboration and advancement of the arts 
programs within Harpur College, and within Binghamton University, which houses five 
professional schools. The Founding Director will also advance the importance of the 
artist-scholar profile, which situates creative practice as an influential arena of research 
and scholarship in the contemporary university.  

The Founding Director will serve as a link between the campus, Harpur’s vibrant alumni 
in the arts, national arts networks, and the local community in the Southern Tier region 
of upstate New York. The college envisions the School of the Arts as a magnet for 
creative activity in the wider area, providing opportunities for growth. The School of 
the Arts will be both nationally ambitious and community-engaged, building on long-
standing connections to regional institutions and area schools. These activities will also 
involve identifying and pursuing avenues for external funding as well as developing an 
active engagement program with donors. 

The School of the Arts will require the appointment of new faculty across the five 
departments. These new appointments will be accomplished under the aegis of the new 
cluster hire in Arts Practice, Performance, and Research in the 21st Century, a multi-year 
recruitment and retention program that will serve as one of the main mechanisms for 
faculty growth in the arts sector on campus and represents the college’s commitment to 
supporting its arts programs as cornerstones of its high-caliber liberal arts education. The 
College commits to sustaining this cluster hire for another five years, with at least two 
new searches per year, subject to budgetary approval. Indeed, eight new tenure track 
positions have been approved under the cluster hire to begin in AY 2023-24.  
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The Fine Arts building, which houses 
the majority of the arts departments, 
is currently scheduled for a major 
renovation. The refurbished space 
will serve as the campus nexus 
for the school’s creative activities, 
innovative pedagogy, and scholarship. 
Currently, this building includes 
several performance and exhibition 
spaces which serve the campus 
and the community, including the 
Anderson Center for the Performing 
Arts, and the deeply collaborative 
Binghamton University Art Museum, 
which has a permanent collection of 
over 4,000 objects and hosts an active 
schedule of innovative exhibitions. 
The Founding Director will provide 
guidance for this major capital 
investment project, with the goal of 
outfitting a space that is formatted for the needs of contemporary arts practitioners, 
featuring cutting-edge performance and rehearsal venues and exhibition spaces, in 
addition to classrooms and studios that can support forward-looking instructional 
approaches. 

Harpur College is committed to offering an enriching educational environment that 
is inclusive of all of its constituents and that fosters a diverse, multi-vocal, connected 
community. We fully support scholarship, creative activities, and spaces of learning 
that are welcoming and accessible. We also accept the responsibility of addressing the 
historic and present legacies of structural racism, gender inequality, sexual orientation 
discrimination, poverty, ability bias, and other forms of social injustice through our 
research and teaching. The college commits to supporting our faculty, staff, and 
students as we share in the on-going task of building an equitable social fabric that 
offers a sense of meaning, purpose, and value for all of its members. There is a special 
interest in candidates with a demonstrated commitment to this mission through their 
practice, research, teaching and/or service. The selected candidate will be expected 
to champion diversity and inclusion as a core tenet of the school. Candidates will be 
asked to provide a statement of their commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion 
with their application materials. 

7Founding Director School of the Arts, Binghamton University



The Founding Director will hold a tenured faculty position in an academic department 
and will report to the Dean of Harpur College. Those who currently hold the rank of 
professor or associate professor (at an advanced stage) or commensurate professional 
experience are invited to apply. The initial appointment as Founding Director is for a 
three-year renewable term. The Founding Director will teach a reduced load of one 
art course per year. The expected start date is  July 1, 2023. A January 1, 2023 start is 
also possible. The salary is dependent on the rank of the appointee and will include an 
annual stipend for the directorship. This is a 12-month appointment. 

Required Qualifications: 
• MFA, DMA, MM, PhD or other terminal degree, or creative or professional 

activity commensurate with appointment as an associate or full professor, in an 
academic department 

• Experience teaching in an arts field at the university level 

• A recognized and distinguished record of creative practice with national/
international public and professional visibility. 

• A record of achievement warranting a tenured appointment in Harpur College 

• Evidence of success in promoting access, equity, and inclusion 

• Evidence of leadership, ideally at an institution of higher education 

• Experience in development and/or grant writing 

• Track record of successful collaboration  

CANDIDATE PROFILE
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 Preferred Qualifications: 
• An ability to engage with existing transdisciplinary structures on campus        

• Experience working with alumni  

• Experience with community engagement and public education 

Application Submission:  
• A current CV 

• A cover letter outlining qualifications and skills for the position, including 
creative and academic accomplishments, leadership experience, 
development experience, and professional profile 

• A selected list of major creative works and/or public-facing 
accomplishments, with relevant hyperlinks 

• Statement in regard to the candidate’s commitment to fostering diversity, 
equity, and inclusion 

• Names of three references that will not be contacted unless/until the 
applicant is considered a finalist for the position.
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ABOUT BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY   
Founded in 1946 (as Triple Cities College), Binghamton University now enrolls more than 
18,000 undergraduate and graduate students in its six schools and colleges: Harpur College 
of Arts and Sciences, College of Community and Public Affairs, Decker College of Nursing 
and Health Sciences, the School of Management, Thomas J. Watson School of Engineering 
and Applied Science, and the School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. Offering 
over 130 undergraduate programs of study and over 80 graduate programs, Binghamton is 
consistently ranked among the top 40 public universities in the nation by U.S. News & World 
Report and among the most selective public institutions for undergraduates in the nation and 
has built a reputation for excellence in undergraduate education that is bolstered by a rapidly 
expanding research enterprise that has earned the institution its R1 Carnegie Classification. 

Binghamton University is renowned within the SUNY system for the exceptional quality of 
its students. It prides itself on the educational opportunities and access it provides to its 
diverse student body; almost 30 percent of its students are Pell-eligible, and 25 percent 
are first-generation college students. Binghamton is the most selective state-operated 
campus in admitting undergraduates and among the most selective public universities in 
the nation. Binghamton’s strengths align well with New York state’s needs for economic 
development and entrepreneurship, an educated work force, green energy and sustainability, 
internationalization, research and workforce development in healthcare, and artistically 
vibrant communities. 

The Binghamton University community 
embraces the knowledge that diversity, 
equity, and inclusion are the responsibility 
of every member of the community, 
and this commitment must be evident 
in every aspect of the University - from 
the vibrant diversity of the student body, 
faculty, and staff, to curricular offerings 
and research, to co-curricular activities and 
opportunities. The Road Map to Premier 
Strategic Plan articulates and supports 
these goals and the initiatives that 
underpin them through hiring, student 
recruitment, curricular and research 
development and campus climate.  
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Location 
Binghamton University’s central campus is located in the town of Vestal, just one mile 
beyond the Binghamton city limits in the southern tier of upstate New York. Binghamton, 
Endicott, and Johnson City (the Tri Cities) — along with Vestal and a few other towns 
and villages — make up Greater Binghamton, offering a sophisticated cultural life, lively 
spectator sports, and accessible outdoor recreation. Major employers include United Health 
Services, Lourdes Hospital, IBM, Lockheed Martin Rotary and Mission Systems, BAE Systems 
Controls, Universal Instruments, and the University itself, which is one of the largest 
employers in Greater Binghamton.  

The Greater Binghamton area is home to thousands of acres of land to explore in dozens 
of state parks, forests, city parks, and other beautiful areas for outdoor recreation. For 
kayaking and canoeing enthusiasts, one finds the lovely and aptly named Confluence 
Park where the Susquehanna and Chenango Rivers meet. The Binghamton 434 Greenway 
project, slated for completion in 2023, features a new pedestrian and biking path that will 
connect with an existing greenway at Pennsylvania Avenue thereby fully linking downtown 
Binghamton, the city’s South Side neighborhoods, and Binghamton University’s main 
campus.  Numerous other parks nearby provide terrific locations for running and biking 
in the warm months and cross-country skiing with the arrival of the snow. Community 
activities, playgrounds, museums, sporting activities, and a variety of public and private 
school options make Binghamton an ideal location for raising a family as well.  

Binghamton is easily accessible to multiple major metropolitan areas, including New York 
City, Philadelphia, Boston, Syracuse, Buffalo, and Ithaca. In addition to the local Binghamton 
airport, the region is also served by airports in Syracuse (the largest airport in central New 
York which also serves international destinations), Ithaca, and Scranton (PA) among others, 
and there are frequent express buses to New York City. Students and faculty enjoy easy 
access to arts and cultural events both locally and throughout the Northeast. 
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Harpur College 
Harpur College of Arts and Sciences, Binghamton’s largest and most diverse college, 
lives its liberal arts motto, “From breadth through depth to perspective.” From 
its inception, Harpur College has been the historic heart of the university, with a 
mission to offer a well-rounded liberal arts college education to students in the local 
community and the state of New York. Now, increasingly, its students come from 
all over the country and the world. Its core curriculum was established with the 
fundamental principle of appreciating the arts, visual and performing, a concept 
that has consistently animated the college’s priorities.    

Within the divisions of Arts, Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Humanities, Social 
Sciences, and Interdisciplinary Programs, 11,000 students in Harpur College pursue 
their undergraduate and graduate scholarship among 40 departments 
and programs, more than two dozen 4+1 programs, multiple honors programs, 
and dual degree graduate programs. Many Harpur College students double 
major or participate in cross-disciplinary academic pursuits with other colleges 
within Binghamton University. Harpur offers a broad range of academic advising, 
pre-professional experiences, career and personal development resources, and 
numerous other academic and co-curricular resources and opportunities such as 
study abroad, internships, and academic support resources. 
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Leadership 

President  
Dr. Harvey G. Stenger assumed the presidency of Binghamton University on January 1, 2012, 
after serving in senior leadership positions at Lehigh University and the University at Buffalo. 
A chemical engineer by training, President Stenger earned his bachelor’s degree in chemical 
engineering from Cornell University and his doctorate in chemical engineering from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Under President Stenger’s leadership, the University 
developed its strategic plan, the Road Map to Premier. Unveiled in 2013, its purpose was 
to position Binghamton to become the premier public university of the 21st century. After 
thorough, inclusive reviews in 2017, and again in 2021, the strategic plan has been updated 
to ensure that it remains relevant to dynamic trends in education and research. The plan 
identifies six strategic priorities, with clear goals and timelines for each priority, and has been 
supported with investments of approximately $70 million. 

Dean of Harpur College 
Dr. Celia M. Klin became Dean of Harpur College on July 1, 2021. Dean Klin has been 
a member of the Binghamton University community since 1994, when she joined the 
Department of Psychology. She has served as Chair of Psychology, Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies for Harpur College, Senior Associate Dean, Interim Dean and 
Dean. Dean Klin earned her B.S. in Human Development and Family Studies at Cornell 
University and her M.S. and Ph.D. in Cognitive Psychology at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. In 2019 Dean Klin and former Dean Elizabeth Chilton first introduced the idea for 
a new School of the Arts within Harpur College, to raise the visibility of the excellent arts 
programs housed within Harpur College and to increase the ability to recruit high caliber 
undergraduate and graduate students, recruit and retain strong arts faculty, attract visiting 
scholars, create new interdisciplinary degrees, and build critical funding for the arts. 
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Campus Arts Facilities 
Binghamton’s facilities include the Floyd E. Anderson Center for the Performing Arts 
complex. The center features the 1,200-seat Osterhout Concert Theater and a 420-seat 
Chamber Hall for small stage productions and recitals. The Fine Arts Building, which will 
house the new school, also features the 550-seat Watters Theater, the Jean Casadesus 
Recital Hall, and two small black box theaters. Concerts, plays, exhibitions, dance 
performances, faculty and student recitals, and guest artists are all showcased in the 
Anderson Center and the Fine Arts Building. The Rosefsky Gallery is run by Art and Design, 
and the Binghamton University Art Museum, which has a permanent collection of 4,000 art 
objects representing many periods and styles, as well as special traveling and loan exhibits, 
is an active education space for Binghamton University student internships (curatorial, 
collections management and many others) and for local school tours and programs. The 
facilities of the Anderson Center and the Fine Arts Building are scheduled to undergo major 
renovation, with the master planning process already underway. 

Binghamton Community Arts and Beyond 
In addition to the extensive and rich arts offerings of Binghamton University, the greater 
Binghamton area also boasts a vibrant visual and performing arts scene, which includes 
significant collaboration with the university.  The Downtown Entertainment and Cultural 
Organizations District (DECO) is undergoing significant structural improvements to maximize 
pedestrian movement, safety, and comfort throughout the broad range of galleries, 
museums, theaters and other arts facilities throughout Binghamton.  Among the countless 
arts offerings downtown, residents and visitors will find the Binghamton Philharmonic, 
Tri-Cities Opera, the Roberson Museum and Science Center, Broadway in Binghamton, 
Broome County Arts Council, Bundy Museum of History and Art and Artist’s Row --a street 
filled with galleries, restaurants, workshops, and other art spaces. Binghamton also boasts 
multiple community theaters and performance venues (Broome County Forum Theater, 
Know Theater and more) and numerous recurring arts events, such as the Luma Festival of 
projection art, First Friday Art Walks. 

Binghamton’s proximity to New York City, Philadelphia, Boston, and other major 
metropolitan areas with robust opportunities in the arts, combined with Binghamton 
student, faculty, and alumni active engagement in national and international arts 
opportunities, performances, events and professions creates a seamless bridge that 
transcends geography. 
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The SUNY System 
SUNY is the nation’s largest and most comprehensive state university system, consisting 
of 64 campuses including major research universities, health sciences centers, 
comprehensive and technical colleges, and community colleges committed to providing 
a broad range of outstanding academic programs for students both within New York 
and from around the world. Binghamton University is one of four research universities 
in the SUNY system. Each college and university within SUNY has its own council and 
is administered by a president who recruits and leads the administrative team. The 
campus presidents report to the Chancellor and the Board of Trustees of SUNY. 

SUNY enrolls approximately 400,000 students, employs more than 91,000 individuals, 
and has a projected all-funds budget in excess of $13 billion. The system annually 
receives upwards of $1 billion in sponsored research. SUNY is a vital economic, social, 
and cultural engine for the state of New York, as well as a significant force in higher 
education nationally, with increasing global impact. 
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CONTACT

 
About Koya Partners

Koya Partners, a part of Diversified Search Group, is a leading executive search and strategic advising firm dedicated to 
connecting exceptionally talented people with mission-driven clients. Our founding philosophy—The Right Person in 
the Right Place Can Change the World—guides our work as we partner with nonprofits & NGOs, institutions of higher 
education, responsible businesses, and social enterprises in local communities and around the world. 

For more information about Koya Partners, visit www.koyapartners.com.

Amy Sugin and Laurie Casteen of Koya Partners have been exclusively 
retained for this search. To express your interest in this role please submit 
your materials here. All inquiries and discussions will be considered strictly 
confidential.  

Koya Partners is committed to providing reasonable accommodation to 
individuals living with disabilities. If you are a qualified individual living with 
a disability and need assistance expressing interest online, please email 
NonprofitSearchOps@divsearch.com. If you are selected for an interview, 
you will receive additional information regarding how to request an 
accommodation for the interview process. 

An equal opportunity and affirmative action employer, Binghamton 
University is committed to building a diverse community and encourages the 
applications of women and minority candidates. 
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