
POSITION PROFILE

Alice & Harris Weston Director 
Contemporary Arts Center
CINCINNATI, OH

Lois and Richard Rosenthal Center for 
Contemporary Art. Photo: Ryan Kurtz. 
Image courtesy of the Contemporary 

Arts Center, Cincinnati, OH



Over the past 15 years, the Contemporary 
Arts Center has been transformed into a 
vibrant, inclusive cultural hub, with annual 
attendance increasing by more than fourfold. 
CAC undertook several major initiatives to 
enhance the physical space of the CAC and 
improve visitor experience: the 
renovation of the lobby of the 
Zaha Hadid-designed building in 
2015; the implementation of free 
admission for all since 2016; and 
the reinvention of the 6th floor 
Creativity Center,  
currently underway. 
The CAC also reshaped and expanded its 
participation in education, outreach, and 
community engagement programs, and made 
environmental sustainability a priority.   

During this time, the CAC’s exhibitions gained 
international acclaim featuring artists such 
as Robert Colescott, Ugo Rondinone, Keith 
Haring, and Maria Lassnig, among others. The 
CAC also launched an annual performance 
festival This Time Tomorrow, bolstering the 
institution’s commitment to championing 
innovative contemporary artists across a 
spectrum of disciplines.

Embedded in the fabric of its community, the 
CAC serves as an integral forum where people 
can reflect, create, collaborate, and connect 
around a more inclusive and sustainable 
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culture of tomorrow. The CAC is committed to boldly taking on 
the challenges of a rapidly evolving landscape, with the intent of 
becoming an even more innovative, ground-breaking institution 
that addresses unique 21st-century challenges. 

 The CAC, with its inspiring vision, educational focus, and 
mission of opening minds, is the most dynamic and innovative 
art organization in the city, and a champion for the arts and the 
artists in Cincinnati and the Midwest, as well as nationally and 
internationally.

The Current Situation and 
Opportunity

Ugo Rondinone. Installation 
view let’s start this day again. 
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About Cincinnati
Cincinnati is the largest metropolitan 
area in Ohio with over 2.2 million 
people; it is very much the cultural 
heart of southwestern Ohio, northern 
Kentucky, and southern Indiana. 
Located on the Ohio River, it is a city 
with many strengths and attractions  
to explore.
Cincinnati has the fifth largest economy in the Midwest, 
and Time magazine named it 16th in a list of the most 
up-and-coming cities in America. Several Fortune 500 
companies are headquartered in Cincinnati, such as 
Procter & Gamble, The Kroger Company, and Fifth Third 
Bank. General Electric has headquartered their Global 
Operations Center here. The city is undergoing great 
changes with many new developments and significant 
private investment, including nearly $3.5 billion invested 
in the urban core of Cincinnati (including Northern 
Kentucky). Another attractive feature, especially in a time 
of remote work, is that it’s one of the most affordable 
places to live in the US (The 14th most affordable place to live according to US News.)

Additionally, Cincinnati also offers wonderful educational opportunities, with excellent public and 
private schools, a large number of Montessori schools, and world-class universities such as the 
University of Cincinnati and Xavier University. 

Cincinnati has something for everyone. It’s home to several major league sports teams including the 
Cincinnati Reds baseball team, the Bengals football team, and the FC Cincinnati soccer franchise. 
The city also features The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center that pays homage to the 
history of the Underground Railroad, as well as the Cincinnati Zoo, recently voted Best Zoo in the 
USA, and a park system that’s one of the country’s best, with more than 100 parks spread over  
5,000 acres.

The neighborhood of Over-The-Rhine, with one of the largest contiguous collections of 19th-century 
Italianate architecture in America, is now one of the hippest neighborhoods in the Midwest, if not the 
nation (according to The New York Times). It’s home to fashion boutiques, bakeries, coffee shops, 
fine restaurants, and bars. Importantly, these developments were done with purpose, balance, and 
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input from residents, to ensure that the previous residents were not 
merely displaced but stitched into the urban fabric. 

Cincinnati has a rich history of supporting and celebrating the 
arts — it boasts the second-oldest opera company in the USA; two 
distinguished art museums, the Cincinnati Art Museum and the 
Taft Museum , in addition to the CAC; the Symphony Orchestra; 
Cincinnati Ballet (with splendid new headquarters); as well as many 
theaters, dance companies, and music venues. The city is fortunate 
to have ArtsWave, an annual fundraiser that generously supports 
local arts organizations and artists throughout many neighborhoods 
in Greater Cincinnati. For the past decade, the CAC has partnered 
with FotoFocus as a venue and co-organizer for its Biennial 
photography exhibitions.  CAC works very collaboratively within the 
arts community and opportunities to form close partnerships like 
this with other organizations. 

The city of Cincinnati, like many other cities around the country, 
is at an historic inflection point — there have been seismic shifts 
around social justice, climate change, the pandemic, and the role 
and impact of art museums in society. The city remains committed 
to the arts as a way to revitalize the city and to bring a new sense of 
community engagement.  

About Cincinnati
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Founded as the Modern Art Society 
(MAS) in 1939, the non-collecting 
Contemporary Arts Center has 
maintained a commitment to exhibiting 
cutting-edge contemporary art. 
That year, three women—Betty Pollack Rauh, Peggy Frank 
Crawford, and Rita Mitchell Rentschler—raised $5000 
(the equivalent of about $93,000 today) to produce 
six exhibitions, each with a catalog, in the basement 
of the Cincinnati Art Museum. MAS supported local 
and international artists, promoted private collections, 
and even offered a “lending gallery” that enabled 
Cincinnatians to rent or buy art on consignment. 

As membership and financial support grew, MAS 
became the Contemporary Arts Center in 1954 and left 
the Cincinnati Art Museum in 1962. After being housed 
in several locations, in 1970, the CAC moved into the 
Mercantile Center on 5th Street, becoming the largest 
institution in the nation dedicated to contemporary art 
with over 10,000 square feet.

In 1990, the CAC became headline news when it hosted 
Robert Mapplethorpe’s retrospective exhibition, The 
Perfect Moment. Controversy over how funds from 
the National Endowment from the Arts were being used and the mature nature of some of the 
photographs led to charges of pandering obscenity. The charges were eventually dismissed by a jury. 
The case has become notable for the CAC’s avid support of the artist’s voice and is still cited today.

In 1997, the CAC acquired the land it currently occupies at the corner of 6th Street and Walnut in the 
center of downtown Cincinnati. To find an architect for the building, the Board held a competition. 
An emerging architect, Zaha Hadid, was chosen for her energetic and conceptual design. The new 
building opened to rave reviews in 2003, earning Hadid the Pritzker Prize in 2004—the first woman 
and Muslim to win the award.  Fortuitously, this coincided with the revitalization of the downtown 
areas, which helped to attract many visitors to groundbreaking exhibitions such as those by Shepard 
Fairey, JR, Swoon, and Titus Kaphar. Lobby renovations and the reinstallation of Nam June Paik’s 
Metrobot in 2014-2015 increased the vibrancy of the CAC’s public spaces. In 2016, the CAC was able 
to offer free admission through donations from The Johnson Foundation and a patron group known 
as The 50.

About the Contemporary 
Arts Center
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Today, the CAC continues its legacy of presenting new 
commissions by emerging and mid-career artists, as well as 
thematic group exhibitions that foster local, national, and 
international resonances. Recent solo projects have featured the 
work of Marwa Arsanios, Tania Candiani, Kahlil Robert Irving, 
Steffani Jemison, and Do Ho Suh, among others. Each developed 
significant interventions that attended to a range of urgent and 
timely concepts such as environmental justice, memory, and 
transnational feminisms.

A strong emphasis on curatorial research and institutional 
partnerships led to the CAC generating a number of major touring 
exhibitions and co-commissions with entities such as Kunstraum 
Kreuzberg in Berlin, MIT List Visual Arts Center in Cambridge, 
and the New Museum in New York. These include revisionist art 
historical retrospectives of understudied yet influential figures 
such as Robert Colescott, and The Regional—a major survey of 
artists living and working throughout the Midwest, co-organized 
with the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art in Kansas City. The 
CAC is also a major partner of the FotoFocus Biennial.

A Focus on Education:
Education is a vital part of the CAC mission. Through programs, 
experiences, and collaboration, the CAC’s Education Department 
is committed to fostering innovation and creative learning in 
audiences of all ages.

This has led to some remarkable successes, including a 97% 
increase in attendance of family programming over the last 10 
years; the introduction of Co-LAB (a public laboratory with 
community focus supporting selected local artists with financial, 
marketing, and mentoring support); a school program in its 37th 
year that serves 13 schools; as well as a Sensory Friendly Morning 
program geared to those with ADHD, Autism, and Sensory 
Processing Disorders. 

Leading up to COVID, the museum provided nearly 500 
education-related events each year, reaching a diverse audience 
with over 17,000 participants. By offering new methods of 
learning in the pandemic, the Education staff actually expanded 

LEARN MORE:
contemporaryartscenter.org
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attendance — a 232% increase during the first year of COVID, 
reaching over 57,000 patrons through new virtual methods.  

As the CAC’s programming has grown, so has the need for an 
updated education space. The new Creativity Center project 
will transform the sixth floor of the CAC into a dynamic 
intergenerational learning space centered on creativity and 
exploration connected to the art and ideas of our time. The CAC 
has partnered with Chicago-based architecture firm Mir Collective 
to realize this bold new paradigm for learning within the museum 
space, which will merge interactive galleries, ample making 
spaces, and community-centric gathering and gallery areas, with 
a focus on environmental sustainability. Initial construction work 
on the Creativity Center began in October 2021, and the project is 
slated for completion in late summer 2022.

With 10,000 square feet of flexible space, the new Creativity 
Center will provide a vibrant spatial canvas for visitors to engage 
with art, connect with others, and use creative experimentation as 
a means to explore the increasingly complex issues of humanity, 
including environmental sustainability, global awareness, identity, 
health and wellbeing, and innovation. The Center will allow the 
CAC to further extend its mission of encouraging artists and 
visitors alike to tap into the boundless possibilities of their own 
creativity, placing an even greater emphasis on the creative 
process as a critical tool for learning, skill development, problem 
solving, and fostering empathy and understanding for all ages.

Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility:
The Contemporary Arts Center has made a commitment to 
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility (IDEA). CAC has 
instituted committees and plans that advise and direct their 
Inclusion and Accessibility efforts. Based on results of a staff and 
stakeholder survey that focused on Inclusion, CAC decided to first 
focus internally and work with a consultant to define Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility for the institution and develop 
an IDEA plan.

Key components of the IDEA plan are inclusive leadership training, 
ongoing IDEA learning opportunities for all staff, a mentorship 

About the Contemporary 
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program for new staff and board members, review of policies and 
procedures, exploring and utilizing diverse hiring platforms, board 
and staff diversification, communication about IDEA efforts and 
needs, and maintaining the diversity of artists in exhibitions and 
programming. The plan is revisited regularly to adapt and revise 
as CAC encounters new information and challenges.

Statement of Cultural Equity: The Contemporary Arts Center is 
committed to inclusion, diversity, equity, and accessibility (IDEA), 
and these must be reflected in our work, staff, board, volunteers, 
partners, and artists. Together, we will continue to build an 
inclusive culture that serves and fosters the diversity of our 
communities, is equitable in practice, and accessible for all.

About the Contemporary 
Arts Center
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Director’s Main Focus and 
Key Responsibilities

• Provide the vision and personal leadership for the institution’s 
growth and development to expand the track record of 
national and international recognition for the exhibitions and 
programs.  

• Craft sufficient strategies and initiatives to fulfill the CAC’s 
Mission, Vision, and Values and ensure long term financial 
stability. 

• Lead the institution with innovative and bold thinking, to 
meet the rapidly evolving landscape of the 21st century. This 
should include an understanding of the technological and 
societal progress and opportunities for museums and art.

• Be a tireless and visible champion for contemporary art, and 
its value, and the CAC — in the city, region, nation, and in all 
communities.

• In close partnership with the Board and Staff, champion and 
advance the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility 
efforts.

• Ensure the internal health and morale of the organization. 
Through equitable and constructive supervision of the 
Department Heads, direct the activities of the staff and 
volunteers of the CAC and develop, coordinate, and approve 
policies, methods, and procedures for a smooth-running 
operation. 

• Represent and advocate for the CAC to all community, 
professional, government, civic, and private agencies to 
engage public interest and support.

• Actively solicit and diversify public and outside private 
support; cultivate gifts, sponsorships, and bequests.

• Work with the Executive Committee and Board of Trustees to 
provide overall leadership, direction, and information required 
to make decisions and take actions.

• Work with a wide range of key constituents to develop a new 
strategic plan and refine it as necessary. 
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Top candidates will have seven or more 
years of progressively responsible 
experience in a museum or related 
education/research organization, ideally 
in the arts field.   

Education:
Advanced degree or equivalent in Art History, Fine 
Arts, Museum Studies, or Nonprofit Management 
and/or other related fields. Candidates who have 
equivalent professional experience and a track record of 
accomplishment will also be considered.   

Skills, Abilities and Characteristics:
An inspiring, positive, transparent, inclusive people 
manager and communicator

• Foster a positive work environment for the entire 
organization, promoting teamwork and mutual 
support, and enriching staff and volunteer morale.

• Able to develop others to help them grow and reach 
their full potential. Ensure accountability and results 
focus throughout the organization

• Genuine commitment to the values of inclusion, 
diversity, equity, and accessibility with experience 
in advancing these efforts in the CAC and the 
community

Someone with a deep knowledge of art and a global 
network throughout the artistic community

• An enthusiastic, credible spokesperson to a range of audiences locally, nationally, and 
internationally, underscoring the role of the arts in today’s society

• Proactively reaching out to people and serving as an ambassador for the arts in the vast array of 
communities in Cincinnati 

• Able to read the trends of the role of arts institutions and positioning the CAC to be on the 
leading edge 

Candidate Profile

Nic Kay, PUSHIT [an exercise in getting 
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A visionary and strategic leader

• Able to work collaboratively with a range of constituents to create a clear vison, define and 
refine long-term institutional goals, and create and execute new strategic plans

• With intellectual curiosity and openness to new ideas, perspectives, and experiences with the 
ability to weave these concepts into the fabric of the organization’s work

A strong, committed, creative and effective fundraiser

• Fundamental understanding of fundraising principles and strategies with experience building 
philanthropic relationships across a broad range of constituents

• Adept at cultivating major gifts from individual donors – both past and present – while also 
engaging with potential new supporters

• Knowledge of developing philanthropic trends and specific strategies to enroll younger/future 
donors

Someone with a strong grasp of financials, adaptability, and a record of fiscal responsibility

• Knowledge and experience in budgeting, funding models, and strategies for non-profit 
organizations

• Strong track record of successful oversight and management of finance and operations, with the 
ability to consider the impact of decisions and make sound recommendations

A person with an outgoing, energetic, likeable personality that naturally draws people to them

• A high level of energy and enthusiasm for art and its role in 
today’s world and a desire to engage the community with 
and through art

• Ability to attract new audiences by engaging with the 
community in new and innovative ways

Candidate Profile
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Koya Partners, the executive search firm that specializes in mission-
driven search, has been exclusively retained for this engagement. 
Naree W. S. Viner, Stephen Milbauer, and Tenley Bank of Koya Partners 
are leading this search. To express interest in this role please submit 
your materials to Tenley directly at tbank@koyapartners.com. 

All inquiries and discussions will be considered strictly confidential. 

Contemporary Arts Center is an equal opportunity employer and 
strongly encourages applications from people of color, persons with 
disabilities, women, and LGBTQ+ applicants.

Contact

About Diversified Search Group and Koya Partners

Diversified Search Group is a new model in the executive recruiting industry with a combination 
of specialty firms: Koya Partners, BioQuest, Diversified Search, Grant Cooper, and Storbeck 
Search. Together, our firms harness our collective resources and expertise to collaborate across 
sectors, leveraging deep and broad industry knowledge with unparalleled access to highly 
diverse and expansive candidate networks. In 2021, Diversified Search Group was ranked in the 
top 10 executive search firms by Forbes for the fourth consecutive year.

Koya Partners, a part of the Diversified Search Group, is a leading executive search and strategic 
advising firm dedicated to connecting exceptionally talented people with mission-driven clients.  
Our founding philosophy—The Right Person in the Right Place Can Change the World—guides 
our work as we partner with nonprofits & NGOs, institutions of higher education, responsible 
businesses, and social enterprises in local communities and around  
the world. 

For more information about Diversified Search Group and Koya Partners, visit  
diversifiedsearch.com and www.koyapartners.com.
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